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4th Sunday of Advent 2024, The Nativity of the Lord,  
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

For the current weekȇs readings and Saints please look at Liturgy Office  www.liturgyoffice.org.uk , Universalis 
(Liverpool/IOM) and The Liverpool Ordo.  You can find additional SDLQWVȇ�LQIRUPDWLRn on 
https://www.catholicireland.net/saints_category/saints/ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

In the face of the Gospel, 
Let us ask God for a good Christmas: 

 

ȐWKDW�QR�SRZHUIXO�QDWLRQ 
should tax the poor 

or uproot them; 
 

ȐWKDW�QR�XQPDUULHG�PRWKHU 
should be put away in disgrace; 

 

ȐWKDW�QR�GRRU�ZLOO�EH�VKXW 
on those who need to find it open; 

 

ȐWKDW�VKHSKHUGV�DQG�VKHHS�- all of nature 
need not be afraid; 

 

Ȑthat barbed wire and angry soldiers 
may not be found in Bethlehem; 

 

ȐWKDW�ZLVH�PHQ�DQG�ZLVH�women 
might appear in Gaza, 

in Lebanon, 
in Ukraine; 

 

Ȑthat children may be preserved 
from those who would abuse them;  

 

ȐWKDW�WKLs Christmas. 
worship may become a manger 

and the church a stable,  
and the rumour become a reality 
that Christ has come among us. 

 

$QG�WKLV�ZH�SUD\�LQ�-HVXVȇ�QDPH��$PHQ 
Intercession 2 Ȃ Wild Goose Worship 

 
Feast of the Holy Family Sunday 28th December 

 
ȊHow I would like to return to my childhood and attend the simple 
yet profound school that is Nazareth! How wonderful to be close to 
Mary, learning again the lesson of the true meaning of life, learning 
DJDLQ�*RGȇV�WUXWKVȐ)LUVW��ZH�OHDUQ�IURP�LWV�VLOHQFHȐ7Ke silence of 
Nazareth should teach us how to meditate in peace and quiet, to 
UHIOHFW�RQ�WKH�GHHSO\�VSLULWXDO��DQG�WR�EH�RSHQ�WR�WKH�YRLFH�RI�*RGȇV�
LQQHU�ZLVGRP�DQG�WKH�FRXQVHO�RI�KLV�WUXH�WHDFKHUVȐ6HFRQG��ZH�
OHDUQ�DERXW�IDPLO\�OLIHȐ0D\�LW�VKRZ�XV�WKH�IDPLO\ȇV�KRO\�DQG�

enduring character and exemplify its basic function in society: a 
community of love and sharing, beautiful for the problems it poses 

and the rewards it brings, in sum, the perfect setting for rearing 
childrenȃand for this there is no substitute.  

Pope Paul VI, Address from Nazareth 
 

It is amazing that God chose to enter our fallen human condition 
by becoming Incarnate in the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary.   

He was born of her, raised by her and Saint Joseph, acquired 
human knowledge through their teaching, worked with His hands, 
experienced the fullness of human society, and did so within the 
context of an earthly family. Jesus, Mary, and Joseph made up a 

sacred family, the Holy Family.   
 

7RGD\ȇV�IHDVW�FRQWLQXHV�RXU�&KULstmas Day celebration. This feast 
falls within the octave of Christmas that culminates January 1 with 

the Solemnity of the Mother of God. 
My Catholic Life 
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UPDATE FROM THE LIVERPOOL ARCHDIOCESE 

x WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP ENGAGED COUPLES TO PREPARE FOR MARRIAGE? 
The Archdiocese is now recruiting and training volunteer facilitators to join the marriage preparation 
WHDP��7KH�IDFLOLWDWRU�WUDLQLQJ�ZLOO�EH�KHOG�DW�6W�+HOHQȇV�&KXUFK��$OH[DQGUD�5RDG��&URVE\�/����74�DQG�
consists of 5 sessions: 
x Monday 27 January 2025 (7.00pm Ȃ 8.30pm) 
x Monday 3 February 2025 (7.00pm Ȃ 8.30pm) 
x Monday 10 February 2025 (7.00pm Ȃ 8.30pm) 
x Monday 17 February 2025 (7.00pm Ȃ 8.30pm) 
x Saturday 1 March 2025 (10.00am Ȃ 2.00pm) 

This new team will be asked to offer marriage preparation course for couples twice in 2025. If this is 
something you are interested in, please contact m.mui@rcaol.org.uk or sign up on the online enrolment 
form https://forms.office.com/e/M4jmd139PV?origin=lprLink 
  

ȆȆΖ�HQFRXUDJH�&KULVWLDQ�FRPPXQLWLHV�WR�UHFRJQLVH�WKH�JUHDW�EHQHILW�WKDW�WKH\�WKHPVHOYHV�UHFHLYH�IURP�
VXSSRUWLQJ�HQJDJHG�FRXSOHV�DV�WKH\�JURZ�LQ�ORYH�ȇȇ��3RSH�)UDQFLV��$PRULV�/DHWLWLD������ 

 
x HOLY COMMUNION BADGE COMPETITION 

)ROORZLQJ�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�ODVW�\HDUȇV�KRO\�FRPPXQLRQ�EDGJH�FRPSHWLWLRQ��ZH�DUH�SOHDVHG�WR�DQQRXQFH�
that the closing date IRU�WKLV�\HDUȇV�FRPSHWLWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�Monday 27 January 2025. It is an opportunity 
for children making their holy communion to design a special badge that will be given out to every child 
who participates in this sacrament next year. If you are a teacher or a catechist or a parent, please click 
here for more details: https://tinyurl.com/FHCBadges, or email badges@rcaol.org.uk. 

 
x Ȋ$�027+(5ȇ6�)25*Ζ9(1(66ȋ:  Peace Sunday Mass followed by Gee Walker talk 

19th January 2025, 11am (talk at 1.15pm) Metropolitan Cathedral 
After Mass at the Cathedral, join Gee Walker who will talk about the murder of her son Anthony, 
forgiveness, reconciliation and justice.  This is a partnership event by Pax Christi and the Liverpool Justice 
and Peace Commission.  

 
x LIVE SIMPLY GROUPS Ȃ NETWORK EVENT: How to influence decision makers: Advocacy 

Training 
25th -DQXDU\�������6W�$QQHȇV�3DULVK�&HQWUH��2UPVNLUN 
This is an in-person training event being run by Hope for the Future and CAFOD about how to make 
systemic change by influencing political decision makers.  It is also a chance for Live Simply groups to 
come together and share their experiences and plans for the new year.  Please contact 
p.guidi@rcaol.org.uk to register. 

 
x MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE MASS 

Archbishop Malcolm McMahon will celebrate the Marriage and Family Life Mass at the Metropolitan 
Cathedral of Christ the King (L3 5TQ) on Sunday 9 February 2025 at 11.00am. For more information, 
please contact Moses at: m.mui@rcaol.org.uk. 
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x ARCHDIOCESAN TRIP TO ROME, 7-13 November 2025 
As part of the Jubilee celebration, the Archdiocese of Liverpool are organising a trip to Rome on 7-13 
November 2025. Places will be allocated on a first-come-first-served basis. For more information, 
please contact Pat Murphy mpmmurphypat@aol.com. 

 
RESOURCES & EVENTS 

x &$)2'ȇ6�:25/'�*Ζ)76�)25�&+5Ζ670$6 
7KLV�&KULVWPDV��JLYH�\RXU�ORYHG�RQHV�VRPHWKLQJ�H[FHSWLRQDO�DQG�OLIH�FKDQJLQJ��%X\LQJ�&$)2'ȇV�YLUWXDO�
World Gifts makes a real difference to those facing the injustice of poverty around the world. Choose 
from a range of beautifully illustrated cards, each representing a gift of hope, inspired by real people 
and real needs. Cards can be sent by post, as an eCard, or printed at home. Purchase World Gifts and 
other gifts such as Advent calendars and jute bags at worldgifts.cafod.org.uk or pick up a catalogue in 
church. 

 
x WORD ON FIRE: EVANGELISATION CULTURE CONFERENCE: THE BIBLE, 21 Ȃ 22 February 2025 

This conference is for those who are seeking to gain a deeper appreciation of the Sacred Scriptures and 
the beauty of the Catholic faith while growing in your evangelisation efforts. It will be at Excel London, 
ULJKW�LQ�WKH�KHDUW�RI�/RQGRQȇV�KLVWRULF�5R\DO�'RFNV� Please follow this link for more details and to book 
your place: Evangelisation & Culture: The Bible 

 

 
Do you know someone who would like to receive to our bulletin? Please forward this bulletin to them, or 
send them this hyperlink to subscribe: https://mailchi.mp/66a35fdcea58/pd-bulletin 

CONTACTS:  PASTORAL DEVELOPMENT (PD) DEPARTMENT TEAM 
 

pd@rcaol.org.uk https://www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/department/pastoral-development 

Director     Liz Parsons  e.parsons@rcaol.org.uk 0151 522 1023  
PD Administrator   Jonathan McGuirk  j.mcguirk@rcaol.org.uk  0151 522 1040 
Training Coordinator   Moses Mui  m.mui@rcaol.org.uk  0151 522 1047 
Catholic Social Action Coordinator  Pablo Guidi   p.guidi@rcaol.org.uk         0151 522 1042 
Parish & Deanery Development Adviser Chris Higgins  c.higgins@rcaol.org.uk  0151 522 1046 
 

Episcopal Vicar for Pastoral Development  Rev. Gerard Callacher  g.callacher@rcaol.org.uk   
Episcopal Vicar for Pastoral Organisation   Rev. Mgr. Philip Inch p.inch@rcaol.org.uk  
& Synod Implementation  
%LVKRSVȇ�'HOHJDWH�IRU�&6$    Sr Lynne Baron, FCJ  
The Irenaeus Project        https://www.irenaeus.co.uk/  
Youth Ministry: Animate       https://www.animateyouth.org/  


